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Carl Meier/Penny Meier 
3974 Marsha Dr. 
Columbus, Ohio 43207 
5/18/2026 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
City of Columbus 
111 N. Front Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Dear Members of the Board, 

We are respectfully requesting a variance related to Columbus City Codes 3312.27 and 3321.05 in order 
to permit the existing driveway addition located at 3947 Marsha Drive, which was installed without a 
zoning permit in 2019 and extends into the required parking setback area regulated by 3312.27. 

Regarding code 3312.27, parking set-back line – We are requesting to have the parking set-back line 
reduced from 25’ to 10’. While the parking addition begins 10’ from the road, we do not park on the front 
section of the addition near the sidewalk (see attached picture) to ensure visual clearance. 

The driveway expansion was completed to improve off-street parking availability and safe vehicle access 
on the property after personally having multiple vehicles totaled while parked on the street at our 
residence. The configuration of the lot, existing home placement, and limited available parking create 
practical difficulties in complying strictly with the code requirements while maintaining functional 
residential parking. 

The variance request is limited in scope and does not substantially alter the essential character of the 
neighborhood. Similar driveway widths and parking arrangements exist on nearby properties, and the 
improvement does not obstruct visibility, pedestrian access, drainage, or public utilities. 

Removal of the driveway addition would create unnecessary hardship and financial burden while 
providing no practical benefit to the surrounding residents. The paved surface is well maintained, 
compatible with surrounding residential development, and improves safe off-street parking conditions. 

We respectfully request the Board’s approval of the variance to allow the existing driveway addition to 
remain. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Carl & Penny Meier 

NOTE FROM ASSIGNED PLANNER:
Proposal has been changed during intake 
to allow single parking space beside 
house. Variance requested is 3332.25 – 
Required Side Yard - To reduce the side 
yard from 5 feet to 4 feet, 6 inches. 
Documentation of change is included on 
following page.



From: penny meier
To: Kirk, Dane E.
Cc: Carl Meier
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Side Yard Setback Dimensions for 3947 Marsha Drive
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2026 10:50:02 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Yes, please proceed.

On Wed, Jun 10, 2026 at 10:18 AM Kirk, Dane E. <DEKirk@columbus.gov> wrote:

Hi Carl,

 

The bad news is that even though it’s a difference of 6” (you had said 4 but unless I am
missing something by your measurements line B is a half a foot less than 14), the Code is
black and white in that a parking space needs to be 9’ wide and still leave at least 5’ clear for
your side yard totaling 14’. So, we would have to vary either the parking space width
requirement or the side yard width requirement.

 

The good news though is that this variance to 3332.25 – Required Side Yards to reduce the
side yard from 5 feet to 4 feet, 6 inches would be an easy case and, while I can’t speak for
the Board, I’m confident you would obtain that variance from the Board based on my past
experience with them. One of the big things they consider is the degree of variance and, as
you stated, the degree that you are varying this code section is minimal which would weigh
heavily in your favor.

 

With your permission, I can go ahead and make the necessary changes to your application
and get it processed ASAP.

 

Respectfully,

 

Dane Kirk

HE | HIM | HIS

Planner II – Board of Zoning Adjustment / Accelerated Residential Projects

(614) 645-7973

DEKirk@columbus.gov

___________________________________________________

City of COLUMBUS
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111 N. Front St. Columbus, OH 43215

Department of Building and Zoning Services

Track the status of your application at http://portal.columbus.gov/permits

 

From: Carl Meier <carlmeier9@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2026 10:08 AM
To: Kirk, Dane E. <DEKirk@columbus.gov>
Cc: TheMeierGang@gmail.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Side Yard Setback Dimensions for 3947 Marsha Drive

 

With the help of the neighbor we found the property line. 

For line A it is 14’ and line B 13’ 6” 

Not sure being off by 4” puts us in a position to need a variance or not, would hope not for
4”. 

Let me know if you need anything else, thank you for all you help and support. 

 

On Mon, Jun 8, 2026 at 4:25 PM Kirk, Dane E. <DEKirk@columbus.gov> wrote:

Hi Carl,

 

As discussed over the phone, in order to see if you can fit a parking space beside your
home without a variance we will need you to take the following measurement from the
house to your property line.

 

First, we will need the distance from the front corner of your house to the property line
(orange line A in the photo). Then, we will need you to go back along your house from
the corner 18 feet (blue line) and from that point measure from the house to the property
line (orange line B in the photo).
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Distances A and B will give us how much space you have between the front of your
parking space and the lot line and the back of your parking space and the lot line.

 

Dane Kirk

HE | HIM | HIS

Planner II – Board of Zoning Adjustment / Accelerated Residential Projects

(614) 645-7973

DEKirk@columbus.gov

___________________________________________________

City of COLUMBUS

111 N. Front St. Columbus, OH 43215

Department of Building and Zoning Services

Track the status of your application at http://portal.columbus.gov/permits
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